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Definition of GAEC

= Minimum standards define by MS in the framework
established in the Regulation ensuring that all
agricultural area is maintained in good agricultural and
environmental condition

= The definition of these minimum standards by MS shall
take into account the specific characteristics of the areas
concerned, including soil and climatic condition, existing
farming systems, land use, crop rotation, farming
practices and farming structures

= MS shall not define extra minimum requirements which
are not related to one of the standards established in
the GAEC framework
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wNote: The GAEC buffer strips must respect, both within and outside vulnerable zones, at least the requirements relating to the conditions for land application of fertiliser near water courses, to be applied
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Previous GAEC framework
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Future GAEC framework from 2015 onwards

Area Main Issue Requireme; and
[Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 concerning the protection of waters
SMR 1 ‘Hslns! pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources (OJ L 375, 31.12.1991, p. Articles 4 and 5
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lthe Annex to Directive 80/68/EEC in its version in force on the
last day of its validity, as far as it relates to agricultural activity
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lon cutting hedges and trees during the bird breeding and " panoncutting
rearing season and, as an option, measures for avoiding - asanoption,
invasive plant species
() The GAEC bufer strips must respect, both within and outside vulnerable zones, at east the requirements relating to the conditions for land application of fertiliser . to be abl

the Nitrate action programmes of Member States.

) The requirement can be limited to a general ban on by

but y decide to prescribe requirements.
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